Support Your Local Banker
New Orleans Needs Help
from a Dying Breed of Civic Leader
By Otis White
ATLANTA
AFTER winning re-election as New Orleans’s mayor, C. Ray Nagin
promised a new beginning and an economic boom for his city fueled by federal
financing for reconstruction. But in fulfilling that pledge, Mr. Nagin and his
fellow Gulf Coast political leaders lack a vital resource that their predecessors
had: strong and engaged local bankers.
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From the 1950’s to the 1980’s, bank chiefs were
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